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Beginning in early 1931, newspapers in Montreal and Toronto introduced readers to "box lacrosse." According to these stories, retired Toronto Tecumsehs player Jack Macdonald took a trip to Australia and noticed athletes in Sydney and Melbourne playing lacrosse at night under floodlights with only seven players on a side instead of the traditional twelve men. Even though Australians had been playing field lacrosse for decades, the Canadian newspapers reported, the impetus for "night lacrosse" actually came from John R. Thornby, an electrical engineer from Lehigh University in Pennsylvania who was contracted to work for the government of New South Wales. In addition to Cattarinich and Dandurand, the actual driving force behind the league was the same man who had allegedly first discovered box lacrosse in Australia and was now the new leagueʼs acting president: James A. Macdonald. Besides being a former lacrosse player, he was also a veteran journalist in Toronto who now apparently served as the front man for a company that manufactured floodlight equipment for outdoor sports facilities. Not surprisingly, he stood to profit personally from any baseball stadium hosting night lacrosse.
7 Meanwhile, league management eventually settled on a six-team, four-city alignment: the two Montreal clubs, the New York Yankees, New York Giants, Boston Plymouths, and Toronto Maple Leafs. 
